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L ESTATE

Is There Another Big Ed-
ucational Institution in
Sig-ht for Richmond?

TROUBLES OF THE
REAL ESTATE AG'TS

They Are thc Best and Promptest
Customers the Tax (.ollectors
Have to Deal Witli, Paying

State and City Vast
Sums of Good

Money.
Aa a general rule real estate agents

nre oppo.sed, rellglously or otherwliie,
to maklng salea the last week ln a

prosperous year,. or any other year, as
lor that matter, lt Is qulte llkely thal
lf u -.apltallst or Investor should ap-
proaeh any real estate agent in Rich¬
mond and como wlth a blg- roll of
money or a certllled check and a
propo.iltion to buy, sald invesior would
be hlghly enieriulned, but all tha
same the laat Week in the year ia
usually an off one witli tlie agenta ao
lar as salea are concerned.
There were no sale.. made last week

that are worthy of mentlon, but the
agencies have not been havlng any
holiduy season, not by a great deal.
Tlie fact is that the last week of a
dylng year is generally a very busy
one Wlth lhe Richmond real estate
agents.

Tux-I'njlnif Itii.iliic.s_.
They havo enough buslness to keep

them In their hhlrt sleeves In the day.
and In somethlng of a night-marelsh
conditlon atter lhe sun goes down,
cunsldering and arranglng for thelr
elongated tax llsts.

It ls estimated '.hat lhe real estate
agents of Hlclunond hand to the col-
lectors of the clty and State taxes
not less than one-thlrd of all the real
< ta'te taxation that ls paid ln by own-
e'ra of ltichmond realty. That Is a part
of thelr buslness, and 6omettmes lt
proves to be a very annoying part of
lt. Every agent haa the handling of
rertain propertles, and a part of their
buslness is io look after all the
charge-s on such property, auch as

taxes, Insurance, repairs, etc. Thls ii
the custom ln every city ln the Unlted
l-tates. but it is qulte llkely that ltich¬
mond ia the only clty ln the whole
country ln whlch tho custom ls for
the agent to pay the taxes on tho
property ot hls clients and theiy awalt
the convenlence of the rental or othor
income of the property for reimburse-
ment, and yet get no commlssion for
thls work or for his walilng. The
agents In a majority of cases pay the
taxes of their cllenta, and ln many ln
Ktances they have to walt thirty. sixty
or ninety davs, or even four months,
for reimbursernent, and there are no

commlsslons and no interest accretions
to relieve the tortures ot the nlght-
maro above mentioned.

Ilo.v 11 nd Wheu Pald.
The State taxes and county taxes

nre due wlthout further grace on the
."iOth of November of each year. Clty
taxes ure payable, one-half June 30th,
and the other half Deeember 31st, or
sooner if it suits the convenlence of
the owner or the real estate agent who
has to do the pay Ing.

It thus happens that on or about the
dates above named the real estate
agents who have so much tax-paylngto do are in too much of a aweat to
glvo much attentlon to sales of realty
or negotiations looking to sucii sales.
During the week Just closed. or at
least on such days of the week as were
not legal holidays, the agents have
boen footing up thelr books, payingthe taxes of their clients and trylng
to get. their plans for the new yearwell in hand.

It is safe to say thaf not a sale was
made. Some deeds have been recorded
In the olflce-s of the clerks of the
courts.one tirm, Green and Redd, re¬
corded twenty yesterday.but the deals
leading to such wrltings wero made
weeks ago.

U'hat aieuucth Thln Denlf
Kor Instance, deeds whlch have at-

tracted not a little attentlon and
caused people to do some guessing
were recorded only the past week, butthey were a month or more old when
.sent to record. These deeds show that
the Rev. Dr. James Cannon, Jr., otBlackstone; has purchased of Mr. JohnI. Branch, of thls clty, valuable prop¬erty at the northwest corner of WestGrace and Mulberry Streets, frontlng195 feet on West Grace. also. a 'argeint at the northeast corner of Wesii-'ranklln and Mulberry; These arelarge lots, but a considerable distanceapart.. and Mr. Branch still owns theIntervening property.

Mr, Branch has been appllcM to foiinformation as to the meanlng of tlil*-deal. but up to thls hour of soing- tc
press he remains as mum and as dunii
as an oyster.

However, lt is known that Dr. Can¬
non is a distinguisheel educator, th'
prlnclpal or' tho Blackstone Female In-
stitute, one of the best prcparatorj-schools ln the Stato, and that ha is a
fcilthful servant of his tho Methodlsi
Church, belleving lmpllcitly l» highei
veligious educatlon strictly undei
church control, that is to say, so fai
as ho Is concerned, Methodlst Churcl
control.

Other Known Fiietn.
It ia also known that Mr. Branch h

tho wealthiest Methodlst In Virginia
perhapa the wealthiest moinber of tha
church in the South. His llberality t(
hls churcli and to its educational en
terprisca are well known throughou
the South, ospocially in Virginia.

Ptitting this and that together, a:u
reniemberine that Dr. Cannon is no
a real estate speculator, but a mlnls
tc-r of the Gospol and an educator, i
ls not hard to guess that tho transfe
pf thls valuable West End propert;
looks very much as if Richmond ls a

an early dato to be the seat of anothe
rellglous educational Instltution o

large and eommandlng proportlon.
Wlll lt t>e a college for women on th
ovcier of the Woman's Collogo at Lyneh

"buig, whlch poses as ono of tho llnk
in iha Randolph-Macon clinin, but '<
11 ot. ahsolutelv under control of th
Methodlst Church; or what will It be?
Tho ijuostlon has the Mothodist peo

ple of Richmond, as wo\\ ns the roc

tConllauotl on l*'il'th I'uge.J

VIEWS OF CONCRETE BRIDGE ACROSS THE CHICKAHOMINY

DURING THE YEAR
Many Public Improvemcnts Com-
pleted and New Industrics Fut

in Active Operation.

BANKS STRONGER THAN EVER

But For the Ncwspapers Emporia
Would Not Have Heard

of Panic.

rSp»eial From a Staff C.rT_sp_n<lent.J
EMPORIA, VA., December 28..A lit¬

tle more than a year ago I had the
pleasure of vlsltlng thls vigorous and

strlctly business town. In an account
I -fc-rote at that tlme for The Tlmes-
Dlspatch of its business and its outlook
for the lmmediate future I was accused
of shootlng from a rather long gun,
and there were those, even here ln
the town, who thought I was not a
good prophet, or. to say the least of lt,
a rather bptlmistlc one.
However, I had talked wlth the llve

busihess men of the town, and I was
sure that I had not overdrawn the
plcture and knew what I was writlng
about. Mr. Howard W. Hall. the pres¬
ldent of the Business Men's Assoclation
of Emporia, assures me that I did not
then overshoot the mark. In other
words, Emporia has made good. He
says: "We accompllshed more in the
past year than we really anticlpated.
We spent $12,000 perfectlng our water
works system, and now our works are
as good as those of any town of twice
our size ln the State. We have, with
county and State help, erected a $25,000
school bulldlng: we have spent $C.00O
remodeling and modernlzing our county
courthouse, and we have lald down
2,-00 square yards of granollthic sl_e-
walks. So much for public improve-
ments."

Xe.v Indufitrlitl Enterprl.se*.
"In the way of new enterprlses we

have bullt and put in operation a large
barrel factory. and wa are now bulld¬
lng and will soon have ln operation a

very large box factory.
"These two establishments, the ex-

lstence of which are largely due to
The Times-Dlspatch's write-up of our
town of more than a year ago, wlil
employ many hands, and both wlll be
lnrge consumers of the splendid tlm-
btrs whlch grow ln the country within
a circle of ten miles and more around
us. More than twenty new residences
have gone up, some of them being
handsome and costly.
"Our factories of, all kinds havo

worked all the year on full time, and
no hands have been discharged be¬
cause of a so-called money tlghtness
or from any other cause. On the con-

trary, the forces have been enlarged.
llnuk.. Pald thc Cnsh.

"Our banks were, never ln better
shape. Wo have furnlshed our de-
poBitors and customers with all the
cash money they needed at all tlmes.
ar.d we hav© never yet llmited a de-
'posltor in the amount of his wlth.
( drawals, and our banks have issued no
soript.
"Business has been good all the year,

ar.d if we had not read about lt in the
papers we would never have known
that there was such a thlng as n panic,
or even n money squee^e in the coun¬
try. Emporia has not felt It."

It may be added that the town has
increased in populatlon durlng the
yr.ar. and Its mercantile business, both
wholesale and retall, hav been pushed
to greater lengths than, ever before,
whllo the woodworking e-stabllshments
and other industries have Increased
their trade territory and tho volume
nt thelr business has grown at least
25 per cont.
The local real e3tata agents, who

deal very largely ln farm property, re¬

port a splendid year's business. They
lay especlnl stress upon. thelr largo
sa,los of farm lands. Accordlng to their
books and accounts of sales somethltig
liko -10,000 acres of good farmlng lands
ln the country contlguous to Emporia
hnve changed hands durlng tho year.
Many of the purchasers were new-
comars from the West and. the colvl
Northwest.
Truly tho woalth of Virginia is ln

hor small towns. and there ls not one

on the map of whlch sho should be
prouder than of this good town ot'
Emporia.

FRANK S. WOODSON.

Wiilei' Works far C-ultix.
[Speclal to Tho Tlmes-l-lnpaicli.

GALAX. VA., December 38,.Galax is
soon to have water work.. Instulled.

lJTh, llttlo town liontiiui... to grow, ln
'_pit_ of fo .,1. serious rcvAi'-es thnt |l
!._... 'U.i.1 li.!..:.-.

_

IN THE BUS! SOUTH
Splendid Record for the Past

Year, and Good Outlook
Now Ahead.

[Special to The Tiraes-Dlapatch.]
BALTIMORE, MD.. Deeember 28..In

publlshlng ln thls week's Issue its an¬

nual detalled statement of railroad
constructlon in the South, Oklahoma
and Mlssourl during 1907, the Manu-
facturers' Record says:
"The data thus gathered shows that

during 1S07 there have been bullt ln
thls section of the country a total of
3,331.1 mlles of line, or only about
seventy miles more than were built ln
1906. It also shows that the probabP)
constructlon during 190S ls 3.531.3
miles, or about 900 miles less than
were projected for the year just ended.
The amount of new constructlon to be
credited to the South for 1907, exclud-
ing Mlssourl and Oklahoma. is 2,987.5
mlles, and the amount to be bullt ln
the South next year Is 3.33S.8 miles.
In maklng up the estimates for 1907
figures for new corporatlons wh-lch
have not begun constructlon are not
Included, excepting in several instances
where the work is practically assured.
Some of the old companles also have
certain work proposed that has been
indeflnitely postponed on account of
financial conditions, and such construc¬
tlon ls not noted.
"There is, indeed, much other work

contemplated Bhat has been obliged to
wait for more favorable conditions
than are to be seen at present, or

which are ln prospect for 1908. There
was only a small amount of electric
railway constructlon during the year,
although one large project, that be¬
tween Baitimore and Washlngton, is
completed, and another extenslve en-

terprise, between Dallas and Sherman,
Texas, is to be opened next spring.
There are also some other Important
pieces of electric railway projected.

l.oulhiiiiiii LeutlN.
"It ls a notabie fact that Loulslana

loads the l.st of States thls year wlth
tho greatest amount of new track.
536 mlles.Texas, whlch has had flrst
place for scvoral years, now taklng
second place, her total belng 4 60 mlles..
Florlda comes thlrd with 322 miles,
North Carollna fourth with -6. miles,
Virglnia flfth wlth 254 miles, Missis-
sippi sixth with 242 miles, Georgia
seventh with 201 miles, Oklahoma
elghth with 196 miles, Arkansas nlnth
wlth 17S mlles, and Alabama tenth
wllh 143 mlles. There has been a nota¬
bie Increase in constructlon in Statos
east of the Alleghenles, and genorally
there is a be.tter distrlbutlon of ne-,v
track among the States than was the
¦*ase last yoar. whon Texas was away
Tn the lead with over 800 miles.

Tho outlook for 190S places Toxas
at the front with 741 mlles, Arkansas
next wlth 373 miles, Georgia thlrd
with 337 miles. Florlda fourth with
300 mlles, Kentucky flfth wlth 207
mlles, North Carollna sixth with 230
miles, Loulslana seventh wlth 222
mlles, Virginia elghth with 209 mlles.
The other States proposlng over 100
mlles of lltie belng Tunnessee, HI.;
Oklahoma, 109, South Carollna, 157;
Aln-btimu, 141; West Virglnia, 134.

"Untll the pnntc the rallroads gen¬
orally contlnued their prugresslve poi-
Icy ot maklng llberal lmprovements,
spendlng large .hiuiu. for expandlng
tciinlnals, adding m>ct. nd trnck, revls-
nr. line-" aml i-ivcllir. yartoji. hu'llil-
lliii, auth aa _tlQi.s, n >¦' Plitioai.

warehouses, etc Since the tlnancial
disturbances began some of these bet-
terments have been brought to :a-

standstlll, whlle other necessary work
under way Is belng completed, but tlie
attltude of the companies generally ls
to await further developments as to
lecrlsiatlve and flnanclal matters before
resuming work that has been discon-
tinued or undertakliig any new con-
btructlon.

New Llne Bullt.

"The followlng table shows the
amount of new llne bullt ln 1907, and
also the construction proposed for 1908
in each State covered by the revlew:

1907. 1908.
Alabama .«.,. 143.4 144.
Arkansas . 178.5 373.5
Dlstrict of Columbia_ 5 3
Florlda ....... 322.5 300.5
Georgia . 201.5 337
Kentucky h.. 76 267
Louisiana . 536.7 222.3
Maryland. 5S.5 16
Misslssippl.242.S 42
Missouri . 112 32.5
North Carolina . 264.5 230.5
Oklahoma . 196.6 160
South Carolina .-,,.',.-, 119 157
Tennessee . S0.1 162
Texas ..... 460.6 741
Vlrginla. 254.7 209
West Virginia ,.. 78.7 134

3331.1 3531.3

LARGE COTTON RECEIPTS
Almost iik Much Brought to Wllmlng-

ton us In the Whole of Lust Ycur.
[Speclal to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.]

. WILMINGTON. N. C, December 28..
With not quite four months of the
cotton season of 1907-'8 gone, the re¬

celpts at Wllmington are within. less
than 8,000 bales of the banner season,
which ylelded 375,000 bales durlng
twelve months. But even now, wlth a

little over elght months more to the
season, the cotton recelpts are 367,824
bales. Thls was up to the postlng of
the week's record yesterday, and stands
against 246,080 bales up to the same
time last season.
The lncrease is not only gigantic in

number, but is enormous in dollars
and cents, as it means the output of
mllllons of more dollars this.year than
last with the farmers, and with bright
prospects still, as the record wlll sure-
jy be passed durlng next week.prob-
alily by New Year's Day. Thls shows
that the farmers of North Carolina and
of South Carolina, too.because thou¬
sands of these bales of cotton came
from the Palmetto State, and some
from other Southern States.are pros¬
perous. With but sllght local mlll
c-iisumptlon, almost Inslgnincant in
comparlson, all this cotton was pur-
chasecl by Messrs. Alexander Sprunt &
Son, of thls clty, and exported. Thls
firm ha. calculated that lt has pald
for cotton an average of 11 1-2 cents
per pound so far thls cotton year.
> -.-

llciulugtoii Tyuev-rlter llunii...
The tenth hair-yearly bonus pay.

ment at the Rornlngton Typewritei
Factory, of Wyckoff. Seamana & Bene-
dlct, Illou, N. Y. took place Chrlstmai
Eve. More thanj 130,000 has now beei
dlstrlbutud in thls way to tlio ino_
ofllci.ent of tlie employes who have beei
able to retaln their posltlons fnr t_i
yoars and more. In the factory hall oi
thla occaslon $13,800 in gold was dl_
U'ibiited among 276 solocted woiknion
Includlng 2 thirty-yeur. 13 twenty
llvc-ycar, 40 twcnty-yenr, SI 1'iCteun
year and 137 ton-yoar men.
The certlflcntes and piixes for gpoi

MiyS'esliims ntlopU'd durlng tlie Ia_
.i>: nionlh.s wi.rc aw.irdeil iu the stiti.
ll.i;..

NEW PUBLIC BRfDGE
BUILT. OF CDNCRET

One Across thc Chickahominy c

the Telegraph Road Largest
in the State.

HANOVER C. H., VA.. Deeember 2
.A relnforced concrete highwa
brldge of flve spans, and having
total length of 134 feet, has recent
been completed over tho Chlckahor
iny Rlver, on the Telegraph Road b
tween Richmond and Ashland, at

awalts accepiance by the Board
Supervisors of Hanover and Henrl
countles, after a suitable test has bei
made. The structure replaces the o

tlmber bridge which collapsed tw
months ago under a wagon loadi
wlth lumber owned by Mr. E. L. Luc
throwlng the drlver, team and loi
Into the stream.
A noteworthy fact ln connectlo

wlth the new bridge is that it is t
longest of Its klnd ever bullt for
publlc roadv ln the State. Three
the spans measure 22 feet 4 Inches
length; one 27 feet, and the maln or

the channel span, ls 40 feet fro
centre to centre of piers. The ave

age clear helght above normal wat
surface is the same as the old structu:
about nlne feet. The clear wldth
roadway across tha bridge is 12 fe.
The girders of the short spans are

inchea thick and 36 inches deep, wh:
those supportlng the long span are
Inches thick and 50 Inches ln depi
The concrete floor ls 7 inches thick, a

ls to be covered with about six inch
of ballast before the bridge is put
service.

Structuro Very Stronp.
The Kahn system of reinforceme

has been used throughout, shear
truss bars havlng been furnished i
girders, whlle cut bars and rib mei
were used ln tho floors. The steel
which these bars are made has gr«
elastic limlt and great tensile streng
both features boing very deslrable 1
thls class of constructlon. The "spe-
ficatlons under which the work li
been done provide for a bridge to eat

a safe load of fifteen tons at tho com
spans.
Mr. John L. Saunders. chairman

the board of supervisors of Hanov
county, and Mr. W. C. Saunders, cha
man of the Henrtco county board, ha
for some tlmo been watchlng resu
from this class of work belng done
other locallttes, and promptly after t
breakdown of the old bridgo decid
to rebuild of relnforced concrete. T
design was mudo by Stamper Brothi
& Ragland, of Richmond. During t

progress of tho work the two couni
wore reprosented by Inspectlng Em
neer E. J. Heaton.
The bridge wtll very much facilitt

travel along thls busy highway, as tl
road is tho maln thoroughfare fr.
Richmond, vla Ashland and Freih
icksburg, on to Washlngton, tha
slngo route. About one-thlrd of
bridgo ls In Honrlco county and
rest ln Hanover, tho countios payl
for the work jolntly and proportii
atoly.

lt ls thought thnt thls marks 1

beginnlng of tho substltuling of «

crete brldgos for the old tlmber on

The new bridgo la ten mlles' out fr
nichmohd- and Is reached by folluwi
the Tlrook Tumpiko lo Solomo
Storo and taklng the Telegraph Kon
Tho cp'ntrnot prlco for tho brldgti

$2,176, nml $11,30 por eublc yard
extra concrete ln foundutlotis. 'I
rnlxture used was of Portland ceini
sand ancl crushocl grnnlto. For pl»
i:3:6. respoci'ively; for girdera i

lliioru, l:i;i

SOLID OLD VIRGINIA
ENJOYS PROSPERITY

_T| . ¦«!

Reports From All Points in Old Dominion
Are Encouraging and Show Great Pro-

gress in the Live Towns.

NO BANK FA1LURES AND
BUT FEW OF ANY KIND

From Bristol to Norfolk, From Mountains to
Sea, From Potomac to Dan and All
Through the Valley the People Are

Closing a Prosperous Year.

good year 1907. Tho reports below that have been made to Tlie Time_-_.i_-pa._n
from all parts of the State show that farmlng and lndustrlal Virginia has had
a prosperous year, and those ot her good people who attendod strlctly to bus¬
iness.and It seems that a vast majorlty of them have done that thlng.ttnd
themselves at the close of the good year ahead of the game.

To drop Into the florld oratory of a once famous stump speaker and poll-
tlctan, It can be truly sald that from where the everlastlng seawaves beat thelr
perpetual refraln upon the whlte-tanded shores of Accomac, westward to whero
tho Alpine peaks of the grand old Alleghanles look down Into the chambers
of tho settlng sun; from where the placld Potomac ktsses the busy wharves of
Alexandria to where the tobacco wagons rumble through the streets of Danville;
along the banks of the Appomattox from FarmvlUe.to Petersburg and Clty
Polnt; from Bristol, through the rockrlbbed mountains, and down the Souttt-
side, on throug>i tho peanut and cotton flelds and cypress forests, to Norfolk,
all ihe people have been strlctly business, and are now busy footlng up the

prollts and the blesslngs of a year that has been ln all respects prosperous.
Old Vlrginla has done well; her peoplo have worked; God has blessed them,
and no wonder theso peopla have not been hurt by the rlch man's panic ln

Wall Street. A few mpre years llke the last two or three wlll make them.en-
tirely lndependent of New York and Wall Street. The condttlons to-day are

auch as to make them largely so, for all of the towns of the State, llke Rlch-
mond, have more than held thelr own, and none of them have been Jostled to

any great extcnt by the llnnnclal troubles ln the North.
Norfolk Petersburg, Danville, Lynchburg, Roanoke. Newport News. Staun¬

ton Alexandria, Radford, Farmville. Blackstone, Suffolk. Charlottesvllle, Waynes-
bor'o Wllliamsburg. Winchester. Buena Vista, Lexlngton, Harrlsonburg. Crewe.
Burkeville. Chase Clty. Emporia. South Boston, Lawrencevllle, Bedford Clty.
West Point and, ln fact, all ot the towns and clties of the State come up wltli

cheerlng and most gratlfylng reports of a good year's work. well done and

all these reports come wlth a cheerful tone as to tho outlook for even better

business the comlng year than thls year.
,,,,__. ,

Altogether the reports gathered from all over the State and published below

are lntensely Interesting and are encouraging to Vlrglnlans everywhere. They
show not only that the closing year has been one of solld progress and pros-
Derlty to the peoplo of the State, but that ln every sectlon the new year ls looked

forward to as one of protnlse. Vlrginla wlll enter upon 190S with buoyant
splrlts and abundant energy.

HAS SEVERAL YEARS1 WORK
Blg ».rport Ncwa Plant Has SJ.1,000,000

PROGRESSIVE PETERSBURG
Record for 1007 Wm by Fnr the Rent

_.«._. -._..,-1- ,¦,».. Tf..-. ¦%-_.» \,.!.!,.. ...1
i.nucr L-uinn-i.

[Speclal to The Tlraes-Dlspatch.]
NEWPORT NEWS, VA.. Deeember 2S.

.The new year flnds tho prlnclpal in-
dustry of thls clty. the Newport News
Shipbuildlng and Dry Dock Company,
wlth $14,000,000 worth of work on hand
and an average weekly pay roll of

$70,000. Although varlous other large
contracts are ln vlew, the plant could
contlnue employlng a forco of about
6,000 men for several years to come.

Probably the great weekly pay roll
of the shlpyard ls largely responslblo
for the prosperoits conditions in New¬
port News at this time, WV*n so many
other cltles have been affected by the
money market troubles. All through
the worst of the panlc there was plenty
of money to bo had at all of the local
banks. and local people had to read the
newspapers to learn that a panlc was

on. 1 .

No new Industries have located here
during the year, but several smaller
manufacturlng companles have spent
conslderable money ln lmprovlng tholr
plants. At the ahlpyards a new brlck
carpenter shop. costing $50,000, has
been completed. and a thlrd dry dock.
costing $1,000,000, wlll soon be ready
for operatlon.

v«

MINERAL HAS DONE WELL
CIOHlng- Yenr One of Proaperlty for the

Tonn aurt Vlclnity.
[Speclal to The Tlmes-Dispatch.1

MINERAL. VA.. Deeember 28..The
year of 1907 has been one ot equal, if
not surpassing, prosperity for the town
and vlcinity.
Within the past year two branch

banks have been establtshed at Min-
oial.the Louisa and Farmers' Banks
of Louisa.both of whlch are appa-
rcntly dolng a good and increaslng
business.
At present there are two hotels here

.tho "Coleman House," run by Dr,
W.- Coleman, and the Mineral Hotel,
run by Mr. D. E. Bumpass.
The Armlnlus and Sulphur Mlnes, lo¬

cated two and four mlles from Mineral,
have made about an average shlpment,
and the seemlng demand for pyrltes
indicates a promlsing buslness for the
comlng year. The Unlted States Fldol-
Ity and Guaranty Company's mine,
whlch has vlrtually been lying dor-
mant for the past three years, has In-
creased Its worklng forces. under the
management of Mr. S. S. Smlth, a vet-
eran and experienced mlner, and the
outlook for 1908 appears lo bo very
brlght.

MUCH LARGER THAN USUAL
Express and Pantal 1IiinIiii*s.. of Ilu-

Iclgh Show Ileulttay Coudltlou...
[Speclal to Tho TImes-Dlspateh. J

RALEIGH, N. C, Deeember 2S..It Is
pointed out by those ln close touch
wlth the volume and character of the
hollday trafflc of the express companles
and tha malls that these have demon-
strated thls season more concluslvcly
than posslbly any other phaso of bus¬
lness the really solld prosperity of
the country, and the confldence the
gonoral publlc has as to the future.
Nelther the post-otllce nor tho ex-

press.oftlce ln Ralelgh ever liandled
such a volume of businoss as thls sea¬
son, and, too, tho values of the express
packages were of a far hlgher avor-
ago than heretoforc. For sovoral days
boforo Christmas Pay tho volume of
express pourlng Into Ralelgh a&sumed
tho proportlona of a verltable
nvalancho that requlred a blg inoroase
ln the forco of mon to handle nnd dls-
tiibuto lt, It was during thls strennous
perlod tliat Manager J. J. Bowen, of
the Southorn Expross Otllca here, llrst

'he| brought into service the b|g, new ex-
nl, presa wm-ohouse Just erocted by the
ts, company at tho Unlon Statlon for eon-
tttl venipiu'o ln handllnK tlie transfer, as

l well us Iho local o'.Cvress".

[Speclal to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.]
PETERSBURG, VA., December 2S..

riie openlng of a new bank, the Peo-

.lo's Savings Bank, ln thls clty in the
mldst of the flnanclal dlfllculties pre-
/alllng throughout the country and the
.ecent announcements by all the large
ocal manufactorles that work will be
-esumed immediately after the usual
.hrlstmas holiday season, are two hap-
illy slgnltlcant comments on Peters-
lurg's flnanclal and commercial record
for 1907, and her prospect3 for the com-

,ng year. whlch ls awalted by her
.uslness men wlth the ready energy
_nd well-founded confidence that per-
.aded the speeches at the recent an-

lual banquet of the Chamber of Com¬
merce by the leaders of local flnanclal,
-ommercial and Industrlal affalrs. The
srowth and activity of practlcally every
branch of business ln the clty. which
have marked her share In the great
natlonal prosperlty of recent years, has
been more than maintalned in 1907,
notably among the many manufactur-
Ing industrles. the largest of whlch
(and of its klnd ln the world) the Sew-
ard Trunk and Bag Company, wlth a

dally output of 2,025 trunks and 2200
bags, ls rlght now addlng lmprove-
ments to Its great plant on Hlgh Street.
An Important additlon was made dur¬
lng the past year. to this great branoh
of Petersburg industrles by the estab-
llshment and lncorporatlon of a flfth
trunk and bag company, the Appomta-
tox, organlzed by some leading young
business men, and chartered wlth a

maxlmum capltal of $50,000. A new
branch of business has just been start-
ed by the establlshment ot the Frlend
Shoe Manufacturlng Company, backed
by one of the wealthlest capttalists ln
Virginia, and chartered ln October with
a maxlmum capital of $50,000. This
manufactory and the great wholesalo
shoe business of the Augustus Wrlght
Company, are regarded as indlcatlons
of the development of a revival in the
Industrlal world of the Immense trunk
and bag business of the clty, Stlll
another notable manufacturlng plant,
recently started, is the W. E. DIUarn
Manufacturlng Company, makers of
sawhandles, spokes, rlms and llke in-
struments, a business now largely rep-
resented here. Among other import-
ant new business organlzations incor-
porated durlng the past year are tho
Petersburg Investment Corporatlon, tha
North Cake Manufacturlng Company,
Harrlson Construction Company, "Wll¬
llam Budd Furniture Company, Man-
son-Gill Company, wholesale grocers
and confectloners; Charles A, Bass
Cigar Company, Name and Address
Novelty Corporation, Peerleas Medl-
cine Company, Brandon Book Company,
Old Domlnlon Hat Works, Adjusttblo
Coupon Corporatlon, Wood-Westbook
Company, dealers ln dry goods; Peters.
burg Home Bulldlng Corporatlon, the
Adjustment Bureau, Inc, for adjust-
ing and appraising insurance losses;
Poople's Savings Bank, Sanltary Fam¬
lly Laundry and Watson Realty Com¬
pany, wnlch last has just been started,
and represents some of the largest real
estate Interests In the clty. No revlew
of business condltlons here could omlt
speclal mention of the notable Inorease
ln values of real estate. and the con-
stantly lncreaslng demand for resl-
tlences. .vhlch ls now produclng, not a
fllmsy building boom, but the most at¬
tractive suburban development that th«
clty has evet seen, and the best publlj
Improvements that her sound flnances
can supply.
A strlklng combinatlon of the two

interests ls the recent ngreement by
the clty government to sewer and pav«
the suburban extensions of Jetfersor
and Flllmore Streeta, wlth the provim
that the Petersburg Home Bulldlng
Corporatlon, ownlng the abuttlng prop¬
erty formerly known as tbe Old Do¬
mlnlon Held, shall bulld not loss tha.

Ise.-eu rosld-nces, costlng at least 52,-
6... This work wlll develop oue ai


